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WYN LAIDIG
PRESIDENT, LAIDIG SYSTEMS, INC.

Jon and Sonja Laidig 
invested many decades 
of their lives into starting 
and developing the Laidig 
company.  A big part 
of their success, which 
to this day remains an 
integral component of 
our corporate ethos, 

comes from the way they view and treat other 
people.  From the very beginning, Jon and Sonja 
have always viewed not just employees but also 
customers as their personal friends.  As a result, 
over the years they have had a lasting impact on 
many, many lives.  As testimony to this, Sonja, 
who retired from the company in 1991, recently 
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A PAST CUSTOMER REACHES OUT

received the following letter from one of those 
customers -- Gary Wegmann, who bought a reclaim 
system nearly 40 years ago.  Many thanks to Gary 
for expressing his appreciation in this way!

Monthly Minutes
for you

youtube.com/LaidigSystems

SUMMER 2016

If you have a 
minute every 
month, please 

enjoy “The 
Laidig Minute.” 
These are short, 
informational 

videos about different areas of 
the Laidig Company, and how 
we continue to be “More Than 

Steel.”  If you have any questions 
or comments, please let us know 
– we would enjoy receiving your 

feedback!  You can forward 
your comments or questions to: 
michaellacognato@laidig.com

JON LAIDIG
FOUNDER

SONJA LAIDIG
CO-FOUNDER
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Dear Sonja,

While going through some old financial documents and invoices this past week, I ran across the 
Laidig invoice for a grain unloader dated October 8, 1977.

During the 1970’s and 80’s working with Laidig unloaders, I spoke to Jon on the phone 
regularly regarding installation and service issues. At times, we had substantial difficulty 
“digging out” haylage units while repairing a problem at the end of the auger, replacing teeth 
or to repair a broken track section. Whenever I ran into a problem, I picked up the phone and 
Jon was always there without fail to reassure us and calmly provide us with the remedy to the 
problem.

Jon’s kind nature was hartwarming to a kid in his late teens. To a certain extent, Jon became a 
father figure since whenever I encountered unloader problems I couldn’t handle, I always had 
him to turn to for the answer. Over the years, I developed a great deal of respect for Jon. Taking 
his advice while working on unloaders was one thing, but getting the actual job done was 
not always easy. Many long and difficult hours were spend during “dig outs” on forage units. 
Sawing through very compacted haylage with an electric chain while in a small claustrophobic 
tunnel with hundreds of tonds of haylage directly on top of you was a job not many were 
willing to tackle. But as always, after talking to Jon and listening to his reassuring voice and 
clear instructions, we always seemed to get the unloader repaired so the farm could get back to 
feeding his cattle.

I purchased an unloader to install in a neighbor’s Harvestore grain unit. The Harvestore 
unloader was removed and replaced with a Laidig Jr. We drove to Mishawaka to pick up the 
unloader and I had the opportunity to meet Jon in person. Although I never really got to know 
Jon on a personal level, I can tell you he influenced my life in ways that he would have never 
imagined. I only regret that there are not more “Jon Laidigs” in the world.

Sincerely,

Gary Wegmann
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One of the challenges of storing cement in 
large quantities is efficient handling of those 
materials out of the storage structure. When 
St Marys Cement evaluated options for its new 
storage projects, Laidig Systems, Inc. was able 
to provide them with an innovative solution.  
St Marys Cement is a leading manufacturer of 
cement and related construction products in 
the United States and Canada, and supplies 
cementitious materials to the Great Lakes 
Region, and is also a significant producer of 
concrete and aggregates to various markets to 
that region.

There have been several traditional methods 
of reclaiming cement from large-capacity 
structures.  The methods vary significantly 
from the complete aeration of structure floors, 
to partial aeration with manual final clean out 
(using front end loaders), to large mechanical 
reclaim systems.  All of these options offer 
advantages and disadvantages, which primarily 
involve overall cost, level of automation and 
safety.  Laidig worked with other cement 
companies and with St Marys to develop a 
solution that best fit the needs of the industry.  
After considerable research and development, 
Laidig manufactured the Fluidized Screw 
Series Reclaim System as a cost-effective 

and automated solution to unload fluidizable 
materials in large-capacity storage structures.  
Laidig’s Fluidized Screw series offers superior 
performance and dependability for a wide range 
of fluidizable materials, such as cement, fly ash, 
talc, and other powders.  The Laidig Fluidized 
Screw system is engineered to provide a fully-
automated, near-total clean out while breaking 
up the hard pack and avoiding the dead zones. 

At Laidig, it all begins with state-of-the art 
engineering and design specific to the customer 
and their needs.  The Fluidized Screw Reclaim 
System has been engineered and manufactured 
with a variety of features that not only satisfied 
the needs of St Marys Cement, but the system 
also provided some other key features, including: 
a fully automated system with dependable push 
button operation, a fully reversible sweep auger 
for maximum process flexibility, the ability to 
support storage diameters up to 164 feet (50 
meters), the integration of an efficient air-
gravity conveyor with a rugged mechanical 
screw reclaimer, and access to Laidig’s lifetime 
technical support.  

Safety is also a high priority for companies 
storing materials in silos and domes, and one of 
the challenges is to ensure that plant personnel 

have safe and easy access into the structure.  
Laidig has engineered and developed new 
product innovations and pioneering technology 
that have changed how companies approach 
material storage from a safety perspective.  The 
Laidig Fluidized Screw Reclaim System has been 
designed as an automated system process that 
requires no personnel entry — keeping safety 
as a top priority. This rugged, extreme-duty 
reclaimer promotes First-In-First-Out (FIFO) 
material delivery to maintain material quality 
standards.  

All over the World, Laidig provides solutions 
that assist in bulk storage and material handling 
problems that other companies are unable or 
unwilling to provide.  According to Daniel Laidig, 
Laidig Systems CEO, the commitment to being 
the best still stands today.  “We are providing 
solutions for large automated storage and 
reclaim needs with designs that are innovative, 
sound and guaranteed to work.  This continues 
to illustrate the pioneering spirit, experience 
and leadership Laidig has throughout the world.  
It continues to prove that we can develop and 
deploy storage and reclaim solutions that no 
other company can.”

Manufacturing Update - A Fluidizable Material
Solution: Laidig and St Marys Cement

CHUCK CORRELL
CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER

I would like to introduce an important 
member of our Customer Service Team, 
Katie Widmeyer.  

Katie has been a part of our team for close 
to 5 years.  Although she is more than 
willing to help our domestic customers, 
her main priority is to ensure that our 
customers all over the world get the 

same great service that customers in the United States have come 
to expect from Laidig.  She will make every effort to ensure that the 
parts you need will be manufactured, shipped, and delivered when 
you need them.  We are glad to have her as part of our team. 

My name is Katie Widmeyer and as 
Laidig’s International Customer Service 
Coordinator, I work specifically with 
our customers around the world to help 
facilitate their reclaimer needs.  I import 
and export to ensure our global partners 
are able to run their Laidig machines 
seamlessly.  To me, customer service is 
anticipating our customer’s needs, being 
attentive - but not intrusive - to create 
something extraordinary.

CUSTOMER SERVICE UPDATE

KATIE WIDMEYER
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Tank Connection Project Review – Hanford, CA
FROM OUR PARTNERS AT TANK CONNECTION

As a global industry leader in dry bulk and liquid 
storage, Tank Connection is always striving to 
provide the premier bolted tank tailored to 
fulfill our customer needs.  With over 2,100 
years of combined experience in the design, 
manufacturing and field installation of dry bulk 
and liquid storage systems, Tank Connection 
is committed to providing the highest quality 
storage containment products and services 
worldwide.  Our passion for safety, employee 
development, innovation, management 
excellence and continuous improvements sets 
us above other suppliers.

Recently, Tank Connection completed a project 
that required two large diameter bolted storage 
tanks that will be storing soybean meal.  Each 

silo was designed to store over 7,000 tons of 
soybean meal at over 70’ diameter and 70’ tall.  
The ability to design and build a steel bolted silo 
of this size set TC apart from the competition.  
Utilizing TC’s proprietary, synchronized jacking 
process, TC crews were able to construct the two 
storage tanks in less than 45 days, achieving 
the customer schedule in timely fashion.  This 
building process allows large dry bulk and 
liquid storage tanks to be jacked from grade 
level, while field installation crews remain on 
the ground.  Tank Connection receives the 
highest marks in the industry based on quality 
and safety in the field, while being the preferred 
building process from tank installers around the 
world.

The silos feature Laidig’s “X-Tractor” silo 
unloader reclaim system. This system is 
tailored for industrial applications for products 
with reduced flow. It was also selected for 
its availability for use in large diameter 
applications.

With TC’s bolted RTP (rolled, tapered flat panel) 
design, TC was able to use a heavy tank design 
of up to ½” plate in the lower panels of the silo.  
RTP tank construction is the premier bolted tank 
design available in today’s market.  This design 
combines the best qualities of field-weld and 
bolted tank construction into the highest quality 
modular design ever developed in the bolted 
tank industry.

SALES TEAM UPDATE

Laidig Videos
youtube.com/LaidigSystems

Please visit our website and check 
out our latest video programs 
highlighting our solutions, 

capabilities and even our 
customers.  Go to 
www. la id ig. com 
to see why Laidig is 
the global leader in 

turnkey bulk storage and 
reclaim systems.   If you have any 
questions or comments, please let 
us know – we would enjoy receiving 
your feedback!  You can forward 
your comments or questions to:  
michaellacognato@laidig.com. 
Laidig Systems...“More Than 
Steel.”

MIKE SCHUSTER
VP SALES

The Laidig sales team has 
spent the first half of 2016 
continuing our focus on 
providing innovative storage 
and reclaim solutions to a 
growing number of industries 
and geographic locations.  

We participated in several 
successful trades shows 

around the world.  The trade shows included traditional 
markets where Laidig is a household name and a few 
new markets where we had the opportunity to present to 

a new group of people.  The considerable opportunities 
we are developing are truly exciting.  Additionally, we 
are anxiously awaiting the September MINExpo 2016 
Show in Las Vegas.  We will be displaying our automated 
storage solutions for high density materials to the mining 
and mineral markets.    

It is also rewarding to experience the successful startup of 
several innovative concepts sold last year.  Among them 
include two more Fluidized Systems for the effective 
reclaim of cement from large diameter domes and our 
107’ diameter aggressive trolley supported reclaimer. 
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Mike Schuster - VP of Sales

Justin Budzinski

Dave Carpenter

Sean Cohan

Sean DeBroka

John Koorn

Jason Reed

John Schini

Randy Schuster

LAIDIG SALES TEAM

L to R: Sean DeBroka, Justin Budzinski, Sean Cohan, Randy Schuster, John 
Schini, John Koorn, Jason Reed, Mike Schuster, and Dave Carpenter
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